
Whole School Geography Curriculum Overview 

In each year group from Year 1, geography is taught over three half-terms. 
Nursery Pupil-led and dynamic 

Understand position through words alone 

Describe a familiar route 

Discuss routes and locations 

All senses exploration. 

Learn how to respect and care for the natural world/ environment. 

Know that there are different countries in the world  

Discussions about differences experienced or seen in place photos or videos. 

See EYFS Curriculum map for Nursery 

Reception Draw information from a simple map 

Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other 

countries 

Explore the surrounding natural world 

Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which we are living in. 

 

By the end of Reception 

Describe the immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 

non-fiction texts and maps. 

Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in another. 

See EYFS Curriculum Map for Reception 

Year 1 

School Grounds 

Where is our school and 

what is it like? 

-Mapping 

-Fieldwork   

 

Hot and Cold Places 

How are hot and cold places 

in the world connected to 

us? 

-Find out about some hot and 

cold areas of the world in 

relation to the equator and 

the north and south poles 

-Comparing polar, desert and 

rainforest regions 

The United Kingdom 

What are the countries and 

capitals of the UK? 

-Learn the names of the 

countries and capitals of the 

UK 

-Find out about some 

landmarks and human features 

for each country 

Year 2 Coast to Coast - UK 

What is it like at UK 

coasts? 

-Name and locate world’s 

continents and oceans 

-Comparisons between 

different types of 

beaches 

 

Finding and labelling 

places on maps 

Temperate Forests & using 

maps 

What type of forests are in 

the UK and why? 

 

Mapwork: Places around the 

world where temperate 

forests are and relation to 

the equator 

-Weather: 

UK climate, season, weather 

patterns and compare  with 

other locations around the 

world with temperate forests. 

What’s Local? 

What does our town have? 

 

-Directional language 

Finding Mitcham on a map 

-Making and understanding 

maps and map symbols. 

-Land use - trip to Mitcham 

town centre to find out what’s 

in the town  

-Some settlement types 

 



-Analysis of aerial images 

to find geographical 

features 

-Some benefits of trees and 

forests 

Year 3 Wonderful Water - 

Local Fieldwork 

 

Case Study: The River 

Wandle   

 

What do rivers do? 

-What direction do rivers 

flow?  

Mapwork: Identify rivers 

from aerial photos & find 

UK rivers on a map 

- Understand key 

features of rivers 

Learn about the water 

cycle 

 

Mountains and Volcanoes  

 

What is the difference 

between a hill and a 

mountain? 

-What are the advantages 

of living near volcanoes? 

 

-Mapwork: locate UK 

mountains on an atlas, find the 

UK & the world’s highest 

mountains on map or in an 

atlas. Locate volcanoes and 

earthquake zones on maps 

-Find out what these places 

are like 

Earth Tremors 

 

How are people affected by 

earthquakes? 

 

-Mapwork: locate plate 

boundaries 

-Research 

Year 4 South America & 

Rainforests 

 

What makes South 

America a continent of 

extremes?  

 

-Develop locational 

knowledge and awareness 

of physical contrasts of 

the continent’s landscape 

by use of atlases and 

globes 

- Map work: where are 

the world’s rainforests, 

lines of latitude, the 

tropics.  Relate equator 

to climate zone, weather 

and biomes 

-Analysis of climate data 

-Country comparison 

-the importance of 

rainforests 

India’s Great Outdoors 

 

-Mapwork: Use of 

topographical maps to 

understand what a place might 

be like 

-Climate studies 

-Monsoons 

-Appealing physical features 

North America: Places to 

phone home about 

 

What’s the climate there? 

What time is it? 

 

-Understanding time zones 

-Making comparisons with the 

UK 

-Mapping:  climate zones, 

agriculture areas 

-Analysing population data 

 

 

 

Year 5  Global Citizens/ 

Mapping how goods 

travel the Earth 

How does my home 

connect to the world? 

 

-identify some airports 

and docks around the 

Settlements and Land Use 

 

-Develop locational knowledge 

of the UK 

-Look at the provisions of a 

settlement 

Europe and a European 

Region Study  

Where in the world is 

Europe, Greece and the UK? 

 

-Identifying Europe’s climate 

zone from maps 



country, map them and 

investigate what they are 

like and what can be 

found there using digital 

imagery.  

-How does food move 

around the world? 

-Understanding exporting 

and importing  

 

-Use grid references to 

analyse how land is used in the 

local area 

 

-Greece’s Geographical 

regions  

-Tourism 

 

Year 6 Local Fieldwork and UK 

cities 

 

Fieldwork -Where do I 

live? 

 

- What type of 

settlement is Mitcham? 

Is Mitcham rural or 

urban? 

-What geographical 

questions can be used to 

find out about the local 

area? 

 

Exploring Africa 

 

What makes Africa diverse? 

 

Mapwork: Locating countries 

on the African continent, 

What African countries are on 

the same line of longitude as 

the UK?, What African 

countries are on the equator?  

-What natural resources does 

Africa have and where are 

they used? Identify  physical 

contrasts – rivers, mountains, 

deserts, vegetation belts, 

climate zones, seasons & 

weather 

-Collect and analyse data UK 

and African countries 

-Study of South Africa 

Our School - School Tourist 

Guide 

 

What makes Cranmer 

special? 

What is Cranmer like?  

 

-create brochures, videos, 

reviews 

-Fieldwork 

-Children’s personal 

geographies. 

-Mapping 

of landmarks, special places, 

leisure, recreation, learning 

spaces, important routes, 

important places 

 

 

 


